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From the Principal     Tim Farrell                                       13th May, 2009 
 
NAPLAN tests 
Like all schools nationwide, some of our students are participating in the National 
Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) tests this week (12 - 14 
May). 
Students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 will be assessed in the areas of Reading, Writing, 
Language Conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and Numeracy. Within 
the Numeracy test Year 7 and 9 students undertake a calculator-allowed test, followed 
by a non-calculator test.  We expect that the test results will be sent to our school in 
September this year, and an individual NAPLAN report for each student will be sent 
home. These confidential reports will show your child’s results against key national 
information in each year level. Our school will use the information in a number of 
ways, primarily to better identify students requiring additional support, and to identify 
strengths and improvement areas in teaching programs. While the NAPLAN report is 
an important measure of how all students are performing, it is important to remember 
that it is only one aspect of the school’s assessment and reporting process.  It does not 
replace the more extensive and informed judgements made by our highly skilled and 
experienced teachers. 
It is important that students receive ongoing support at home throughout the year in 
developing literacy and numeracy skills. For tips and information please visit 
www.education.qld.gov.au/parents/map. For information about NAPLAN tests please 
visit www.naplan.edu.au 
 

Influenza A (Swine Flu) and good hygiene tips  
Queensland Health has advised it is "business as usual" for schools after the 
confirmation of Australia's first case of the new strain of Influenza A (otherwise 
referred to as Human Swine Influenza) on Saturday 9 May 2009. Good hygiene 
practices while coughing or sneezing, and regular hand-washing, are major factors in 
preventing the spread of any infection including Influenza A. However as parents and 
carers of young children, we all understand how difficult it can be to get kids to wash 
their hands at the correct times – and to do it properly! A helpful information sheet 
about sanitary hand-washing techniques is available at 
www.education.qld.gov.au/health/pdfs/healthsafety/hand-wash-solutions.pdf   
 
Have your say on the Queensland Education Performance Review 
Parents, caregivers and other members of our school community are encouraged to 
provide feedback on Professor Geoff Masters' recommendations for improving 
education outcomes in Queensland's primary schools. His final report, A Shared 
Challenge: Improving Literacy, Numeracy and Science Learning in Queensland 
Primary Schools, was presented to the Premier of Queensland Anna Bligh and 
Education and Training Minister Geoff Wilson on 1 May. Professor Masters' report 
contains five key recommendations to improve the performance of Queensland 
primary schools in literacy, numeracy and science. 
 

April  
29th  - 7.30pm 

IMSC meeting 
 

May 
1st - Sport Starts 

- 7.00pm 
Music Trivia 
Night 

4th - Public 
Holiday 
Labour Day 

6th – 8th  - Mothers Day 
Stall 

12th – 14th 
- NAPLAN 
Tests 

13th - 7pm IMSC 
15th - walk Safely  
 to school day 
16th - VSSSC 

Trophy Night 
18th - 6/7R 

excursion 
19th – 20th Creative 

Generation 
rehearsal 

20th - BBay district 
 Cross-country 

-7pm VSSSC 
meeting 

21st - Yr 1 Safe 
City 

24th - creative 
Generation Rehearsal 
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They are: 
1. That all aspiring primary teachers be required to demonstrate through test performances, as a condition of 

registration, that they meet threshold levels of knowledge about the teaching of literacy, numeracy and science 
and have sound levels of content knowledge in these areas.  

2. That the Queensland Government introduces a new structure and program of advanced professional learning in 
literacy, numeracy and science for primary school teachers.  

3. That additional funding be made available for the advanced training and employment of a number of 'specialist' 
literacy, numeracy and science teachers to work in schools (and/or district offices) most in need of support.  

4. That standard science tests be introduced at Years 4, 6, 8 and 10 for school use in identifying students who are 
not meeting year-level expectations and for monitoring student progress over time.  

5. That the Queensland Government initiates an expert review of international best practice in school leadership 
development with a view to introducing a new structure and program of advanced professional learning for 
primary school leaders focused on effective strategies for driving improved school performances in literacy, 
numeracy and science. 

You can read the final report and have your say on the recommendations by visiting the Queensland Education 
Performance Review website at www.education.qld.gov.au/mastersreview.  
The consultation period closes on Friday 29 May. 
 
Snapshot of 2008 graduates released 
A state-wide snapshot of the education outcomes of last year’s graduating seniors was published on a school-by-school 
basis in The Courier-Mail on Tuesday May 5.  Regional snapshots have also been printed in major regional daily 
newspapers. The publication of Year 12 outcomes is part of wider Government reforms to provide more information to 
parents and the community about student and school achievements. The data, compiled by the Queensland Studies 
Authority and presented alphabetically by school, includes the percentage of Year 12 students receiving tertiary offers, 
the number of students completing or continuing school-based apprenticeships or traineeships, the percentage of 
students with an OP 1-15 and the number of vocational qualifications awarded. This year the report also includes 
information on the Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE), the Queensland Certificate of Individual Achievement 
(QCIA) and the International Baccalaureate Diploma offered by the Queensland Academies and a number of schools. 
The Year 12 graduate profile is not a league table – it does not rank schools. What it provides is an overview of the wide 
range of learning options students can now choose from, whether it be studying for university entry, a vocational 
qualification or a school-based apprenticeship or traineeship, and the outcomes students are achieving. If you have any 
questions about a school’s data you should contact the Principal. You can access the Year 12 outcomes data and an 
information pack at: www.qsa.qld.edu.au 
 
FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
WALK TO SCHOOL SAFELY DAY 
On Friday 15 May we will once again celebrate Walk to School Safely Day. On this nationally recognised day students 
and parents Australia wide are encouraged to leave the car at home and walk to school (bus stop or train station) 
promoting safety, health and public transport. On Thursday afternoon each Virginia State School student will receive a 
promotional sticker to wear on their way to school on Friday. We encourage all members of our school community to join 
us in this initiative and enjoy the spirit (and benefits) of the day.  
 
OFFICEWORKS SUPPORTS VIRGINIA 
Last Wednesday two of our school leaders, Leah and James, attended a presentation and morning tea at Officeworks 
Virginia. Students from Geebung Special School also attended the event and it is with great 
pleasure to report James and Leah selflessly and enthusiastically helped look after and entertain 
their fellow students who had special needs. Whilst at Officeworks they met with Manager John 
Jones who presented them, on behalf of Virginia State School, with a cheque for $1000. 
Officeworks generous donation has been utilized to purchase a trombone for the schools’ 
Instrumental Music Program. John and his very enthusiastic staff were very excited to see the 
trombone that their charitable donation allowed us to purchase. The team at Officeworks Virginia 
is very supportive of Virginia State School and is keen to continue working with us to help us 
provide the best possible outcomes for our students. We extend our sincere thanks to John and 
his team and hope that you will do the same next time you are at your local Officeworks store. 
Wayne Moore 
Deputy Principal   
 
INFLUENZA A (otherwise referred to as Human Swine Influenza) 
The Department of Education and Training is in close contact with Queensland Health, and they have constantly been 
updating us on the Influenza A (Human Swine Influenza) outbreak. 
The current advice from Queensland Health is to promote and maintain good hygiene practices. These practices include 
coughing into tissues, proper disposal of tissues, and hand-washing as major factors in the challenge to prevent the 
spread of infections such as Influenza A. Staff and students should also stay away from their workplace or school when 
sick.  
We encourage all Virginia State School community members to follow good hygiene practices in order to remain as 
healthy as possible during what traditionally is the “flu season”. Would you please assist us in our endeavours by talking 
to your children about hygiene and encouraging them to implement safe practices.  
For the latest information about the current Influenza A outbreak, visit the Queensland Health website. The Federal 
Department of Health and Ageing has also set up a Swine Influenza Hotline –1802007. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ABSENCE LINE – 07 3621 6222 
Parents are reminded to call the absence line on days their children will not be attending school.  Please provide your 
child’s name, class, duration of absence and reason for absence.  If no explanation is provided it is policy to record an 
unexplained absence on the child’s record.   
 
PARKING IN THE GROUNDS 
Please note that signs have been placed on the main gates advising parents not to park in the grounds due to safety 
issues.  We ask that all parents adhere to this rule. 
 
YOUNG WRITERS DAY CAMP 
The State Library of Qld will hold a Young Writers Camp during the winter holidays.  During the week long camp children 
aged 9-16 will write, illustrate film and dramatise their stories in hands-on workshops with professional artists.  On the 
final day, a showcase for family and friends will celebrate the young artists’ achievements during the week.  The two 
camps will run from 9.30am – 4pm daily between 29 June and 3 July and again between 6 July and 10 July.  For more 
information see the flier on the notice board or call 3842 9059. 
 
NUNDAH STATE SCHOOL MAY FAIR 
Nundah State school will be holding its May Fair on Saturday 23 May from 10am – 3pm.  Rides, Wildlife, Face Painting, 
Lucky Dips, Stalls, Lots of fun and more.  All are welcome to attend. 
 
HOMESTAY 
“Homestay needed for young exchange students from 20 July to 16 August 2009. This will be a great chance for your 
kids to learn different culture without leaving home. Students are from Korea. Some speak good English and some not. 
They come to Brisbane to learn Australian culture. Twin share accommodation, meals and transfer to school required. 
Host family must speak English only at home and have Blue Card. Host family can choose 1-2 students, age and gender 
depends on student availability. For more information, please contact Sue on 0411 021 838, 02 9587 8348, 
info@imea.com.au imea01@hotmail.com” 
 
TUCKSHOP HELP 
With four Prep classes now ordering, HELP is NEEDED in the Tuckshop for the following dates: 
15 May, 20 May, 22 May, 27 May, 29 May, 10 June, 12 June,  
17 June, 22 June & 26 June.  Leave a message or see Kylie at the Tuckshop if you are able to volunteer some time. 
    
TUCKSHOP ROSTER 
Monday Wednesday Friday 
 13 May 

Eiko Nakamata 
Kathy Eastlake 
Nora Hodges 

15 May 
Jo Dixon 
Debbie Lumsden 
HELP NEEDED 

18 May  
Julie Wessling 
Melissa Calkin 
 

20 May 
Julie Melton 
HELP NEEDED 
HELP NEEDED 

22 May 
Debbie Lumsden 
Kathy Eastlake 
Linda Darby 

25 May 
Louise Doherty 
Gina Horsfield 

27 May 
Judy Rowley 
Kathy Eastlake 
HELP NEEDED 

29 May 
Jo Dixon  
Debbie Lumsden 
Helen Andrew 

 
Looking for fun, adventure, friendships? 
Want to go sailing, shooting, canoeing, power boating? 
If you’re over 12 ½ years old then why not join the Navy Cadets at Shorncliffe. 
We are part of the Australian Defence Force Cadet Scheme and our cadets also undertake sea voyages 
on Navy warships at little or no cost. 
We meet on Saturdays from 1.00pm to 4.00pm. 
Don’t miss the boat - Numbers are limited! 
Call Robert Collins on 0409 070 454 for more details. 
 

Are your details up to date? 
 

We ask that all parents make sure the office 
has correct contact details for parents and 

emergency contacts. 
 

Please call 3621 6222 to make changes. 



 
YMCA 
 
32663159 
0400099656 

 
OUTSIDE SCHOOL HOURS CARE NEWS 
IMPORTANT MESSAGES 

FROM THE 

COORDINATOR… 
 
PLEASE BE AWARE 

THAT ON TUESDAY 19 

MAY BEFORE AND 

AFTER SCHOOL CARE 

WILL OPERATE AS 

USUAL.  WE WILL NOT 

BE OPEN DURING 

SCHOOL HOURS.   

COMING UP AT OSHC… 
 
 

·  BODY WEEK 
 

·  MAD HATTERS 

WEEK 
·  PARTY WEEK 

 

JOIN US THIS 

WEEK FOR… 
 
- BODY JEWELRY 
- BLIND FEEL 
- FEET PICTURES 
- PING PONG 
- BALLOON 

TENNIS 
- BOTTOM BURST 
- COOKING- TOP 

HATS 
- INDIAN 

HEADDRESS 
- RECORD 

BREAKING  
- MAD HATTERS 

PARTY  

 
WAVELL STATE HIGH SCHOOL 
Open Day Information Afternoon 
Sunday 17 May 2009 from 2pm – 4.30pm in the Assembly Hall, Telopia Avenue, Wavell Heights. 
Guided Tours of the School, An address by the Principal, Opportunities to meet teachers and students and afternoon tea.  
Parents and students of any year level are most welcome to attend. 
 
SPORT 
We encourage parents to attend Friday sport to watch their children play.  Games start at approx 11.25am.  Hockey is 
always played at Boondall SS.  All rugby league games are played at Nudgee College.  Netball games are played at 
Bradbury Park Netball Courts off Rode Rd near the Chermside Bowls Club.  Note that the soccer locations are being 
given to us on a fortnightly basis.  The 15th and 22nd May games are being played at Nudgee College for both Dr Keim 
and Mr Ross' soccer teams. 
 
PROBLEMS WITH CHILD DISOBEDIENCE 
Is your child non-compliant? 
The University of Queensland is conducting research regarding the effectiveness of a brief parenting seminar for parents 
who are concerned about their child’s behaviour. 
Child disobedience is common and can be improved. If you have concerns about your child’s disobedience the Parenting 
and Family Support Centre at the University of Queensland would love to hear from you. A Triple P – Positive Parenting 
Program seminar for parents with young children who display disobedience has been developed. The seminar will 
provide parents with information and helpful everyday tips for dealing with disobedience and improving their child’s 
behaviour. The Triple P Parenting Program is supported by 25 years of empirical research.  
If you are a parent of a 2 to 5-year-old child who is often disobedient, we would love to hear from you! 
The study hopes to provide support for brief group-based parenting interventions so that more parents can have access 
to parenting advice. Results of this study will also be available to participants. 
For more information about the study, please contact: 
Danielle Milne, Honours Student, Parenting and Family Support Centre, School of Psychology, UQ, St Lucia Phone: +61 
7 3365 7307 Email: danielle.milne@uqconnect.edu.au 



 
KIDS IN THE KITCHEN - EASY VEGIE SLICE (from the Go for 2 fruit and 5 veges website) 
 
Makes 4 Serves 
4 slices wholemeal bread 
1 tablespoon polyunsaturated margarine 
4 lean slices ham   
1 small onion 
1 small zucchini  
1 tablespoon SR flour 
2 teaspoons finely chopped parsley 2 eggs 
½ cup grated fat-reduced cheese  
 
Method 

1. Cut the crusts off the bread.  Spread bread lightly with margarine. 
2. Arrange the bread, spread side up on the bottom of a shallow dish.  
3. Cut up the ham in small pieces. Put in a bowl. 
4. Grate the onion and zucchini using the big holes on the grater.  Add to the bowl. 
5. Add egg, flour, parsley and cheese.  Stir well. 
6. Use a fork to beat the egg. 
7. Spoon the mixture over the bread.  Cover with plastic wrap. 
8. Microwave on MED-HIGH for 8 minutes.  Serve hot or cold. 

 
BRISBANE STRIKERS 
June/July Holiday Coaching Clinics 
The Brisbane Strikers Football Club (soccer) will be conducting fun and skill based coaching clinics during the June/July 
school holidays at the club’s home ground Perry Park in Bowen Hills. The clinics are for boys and girls aged 6-14 and will 
run in each of the 2 weeks of the holidays from Monday to Friday (9am – 12pm each day.) More information is available 
on the club’s website www.brisbanestrikers.com.au or by calling the office on 3257 2166. 
 


